Lost for Words

Two people are playing a game of Trivial Pursuit.
One: 
My go now, three, (moves counter)—orange! That’s sport, please. I’m pretty good at sport! What’s the question, then?

Two: 
In what sport activity would you use crampons?

One: 
Crampons? There’s gotta be a clue in the word. Crampons! I’ve got it—crampolining!

Two: 
Crampolining??!
One: 
Yeah, you know—when people bounce up and down on those… bouncy things.

Two: 
No! That’s trampolining, not crampolining! Dear oh dear, sometimes it’s very hard to think of things to say about your comments! You use crampons in rock climbing. Everyone knows that!

One: 
(mutters) Stupid name, anyway...

Two: 
Right, my go. Yes, a four! Right, this is it—one question to win. 

One: 
Here’s a good one! Who led the 1954 Greater London Crusade and the 1957 New York Crusade?

Two: 
Oh, I know this one, it’s on the tip of my tongue.

One: 
Is it? I can’t see it!

Two: 
Well you wouldn’t, would you! I’m speaking metaphorically!

One: 
I didn’t know you could speak a foreign language.
Two: 
It’s not a foreign language—it’s like a word picture, innit! Never mind, who can it be…
One: 
You don’t know this one, do you? You’ve got ambrosia!

Two: 
Ambrosia! That’s a type of rice pudding.

One: 
Well, you’ve definitely had a few too many of them!

Two: 
Look, the word you want is amnesia. When people forget who they are. I just can’t remember who this person is.

One: 
Just for once, you’re lost for words.

Two: 
Thank you, my son! The answer is Billy Graham, the famous evangelist.

One: 
No, it says here it was Red Rum!

Two: 
Red Rum was a racehorse! Let’s have a look. You’re looking at the wrong answer! It was Billy Graham, I was right!

One: 
How did you get that?

Two: 
Ah, that’s easy! There’s a new course starting at church called ‘Lost for Words’. I was reading a book about it and Billy Graham was mentioned in it.
One: 
This ‘ere new course, it’s like Alpha, is it?

Two: 
No, not really! Its aim is to try to get us to focus on talking about our faith in a relaxed, natural and helpful way. You see, you don’t have to be your Billy Graham-type evangelist to get involved in evangelism.

One: 
Yeah, but it must mean I’ve got to really know the Bible, surely?

Two: 
Well, that would be helpful, but you don’t need to know large parts of it off by heart in order to go on the course. It’s more about being confident with handling important faith questions.

One: 
So you get a script to follow.

Two: 
No! The aim is to help you talk about your faith in a way that suits you and your personality. You’ll work out your own answers to key questions.

One:  
‘slike Trivial Pursuit, then!

Two: 
It’s much easier than Trivial Pursuit! ‘Cos, whilst your answer is important, there is no obviously correct one, see—just one that leads to further questions, and hopefully eventually bringing someone else to know Jesus.

One: 
Let me get this right. This course…
Two: 
Lost for Words.

One: 
…Lost for Words, will help me deal with people’s questions about my faith and knowing Jesus.

Two: 
That’s right! In Romans it says, “And how can they hear if no one tells them?”
One: 
They could read a book.
Two: 
Yes, they could but—
One: 
They could watch a video!
Two: 
Well, I suppose so, but—
One: 
They could...

Two: 
Stop! I accept that there are other ways, but they are not as personal as one-to-one communication. Also, if our faith is to grow then we must be prepared to accept challenges. Make this your challenge!

One: 
I was lost for words recently!

Two: 
Were yer? 

One: 
Yeah, I was in a local restaurant and I was sick after eating fish.

Two: 
What kind?

One: 
Well, yellow with orange bits in—it went all over my clothes!

Two: 
Oh, honestly! I’m lost for words!
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